A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
resolved to force the issue. On April 19, 1775,a body of
Massachusetts militia fired on the regulars under Gage, "who
had had the task of surprising and destroying the munitions
which were being gathered for the rebellion at Concord, near
Boston. The skirmish took place at Lexington, four miles from
Concord; Gage effected his object, but lost two hundred out
of 2000 men on his way back to Boston.
In May Howe, who had been sent to replace Gage, had
10,000 men under him at Boston. For the second time the
national Congress met, set about raising an army and funds,
and named as commander-in-chief George Washington, who
had already taken part in the woodland warfare against the
French in the past. He was a wealthy Virginian gentleman
in his forty-fourth year, and well chosen for the task. On
Saturday, June 17, the troops of the British commander were
led for the first time against the earthworks thrown up by the
colonials at Bunker's Hill, near Boston.
The American War of Independence. The war of
independence w^aged by the colonials falls into four phases: the
first, from Bunker's Hill onward, lasted for two years, until the
spring of 1777; the second occupied but a few months, the dry
months of that same year, 1777, and ends with General Bur-
goyne's surrender at Saratoga; the third phase lasts from the
autumn of 1777 to the beginning of 1781; the fourth phase,
like the third, only covers the better weather of one year, 1781,
and ends with the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.
(i) The first phase was one of fluctuating success and failure.
England had a complete command of the sea and a consider-
able military force (largely composed of German mercenaries).
Howe was driven out of Boston, but, having the sea at com-
mand, was able to sail for Halifax, where he awaited rein-
forcements. He centred his main effort upon New York; his
brother, the admiral, brought further reinforcements, and, in
spite of Washington's attack, he held Yorktown thoroughly
with some 25,000 men by September 1776. Meanwhile, on
July 4, the Americans had drawn up a Declaration of Indepen-
dence, inspired by a democratic political theory which French
writers had largely spread throughout our civilization; a theory
which must be examined more particularly when we come to
the great Revolution in France and its effects. Washington,
during this year 1776, in spite of the fact that his ill-organized